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LEGAL NOTICE 

Planning Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

 

In accordance with the provisions of M.G.L., Chapter 40A, S.5, the Needham Planning Board will hold a 

public hearing on Wednesday, September 12, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. in the Needham Town Hall, Powers Hall, 1471 

Highland Avenue, Needham, Massachusetts, regarding certain proposed amendments to the Needham Zoning 

By-Law to be considered by the October 2018 Special Town Meeting.  Persons interested are encouraged to 

call the Planning Board office (781-455-7550) for more information.  A copy of the text of the proposed article 

will be mailed on request.  Copies of the text and any plans referred to may also be examined in the offices of 

the Planning Board, 500 Dedham Avenue, Needham, Massachusetts. 

 

The proposed amendment is identified below in terms of subject matter. The article designation given has been 

assigned by the Planning Board for identification purposes only.  An article number will subsequently be 

established by the Selectmen for the Warrant.   

 

ARTICLE 1PB: AMEND ZONING BY-LAW – WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES 

 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Needham Zoning By-Law as follows:    

 

(1)   In Section 6.7, Wireless Communications Facilities, Subsection 6.7.3.3, Special Permit, by inserting a 

new paragraph (i), to read as follows:   

 

“(i) Wireless Communication Equipment serving the Town of Needham’s public safety 

communication purposes, located on a preexisting and lawfully permitted free standing 

monopole or lattice tower, and ground based equipment accessory thereto.”   

 

(2)  In Section 6.7, Wireless Communications Facilities, Subsection 6.7.3.3, Special Permit, by inserting a 

new paragraph (j), to read as follows:   

 

“(j)  Free standing monopole owned and operated by the Town of Needham for public safety 

communication purposes exclusively, and wireless communication equipment accessory 

thereto, where such monopole and equipment are located on the site of the Town of 

Needham’s Police and Fire Department Headquarters and do not exceed 130 feet in height.” 

 

(3) In Section 6.7, Wireless Communications Facilities, Subsection 6.7.3.3, Special Permit, by inserting a 

new paragraph (k), to read as follows:   

 

“(k)  Free standing monopoles and free-standing lattice towers, owned and operated by the Town 

of Needham for public safety communication purposes, and wireless communication 

equipment accessory thereto, where such monopoles, lattice towers, and equipment are 

located on the site of the Town of Needham’s Recycling and Transfer Station within the 

Wireless Communications Facilities Towers Overlay District and having a maximum height 

of 199 feet.” 

 

(4) In Section 6.7, Wireless Communications Facilities, Subsection 6.7.2, Definitions, by revising the 

definition of the term “Wireless Communication Equipment” so that it shall read as follows (new 

language underlined):  

 

“Wireless Communication Equipment – any device or other apparatus, fixed at a location, for 

transmission and reception of telecommunication that performs the function of antennas, together with 

any supporting structures, equipment and facilities ancillary and/or accessory thereto, including, but 
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not limited to panel antennas, whip antennas, free-standing monopoles (not lattice shaped towers 

except as allowed in sections 6.7.3.1 (b), 6.7.3.1 (c), 6.7.3.3 (h) and 6.7.3.3 (k) below), dish and cone 

shaped antennas, satellite earth station antennas, personal wireless communication systems facilities, 

paging service facilities, cellular telephone service facilities, commercial mobile radio service 

facilities and related equipment boxes serving personal wireless services exclusively or, for purposes 

of this section 6.7, serving municipal public safety communication purposes.” 

 

(5) In Section 6.7, Wireless Communication Facilities, Subsection 6.7.3.3, Special Permit, by revising 

paragraph (h) to read as follows (new language underlined):   

 

“(h)  Free standing monopoles and free-standing lattice towers serving personal wireless services 

located in the Wireless Communications Facilities Tower Overlay District which meet the 

criteria outlined in section 3.7.3.2(b).”   

 

(6) In Section 6.7, Wireless Communication Facilities, Subsection 6.7.3.2, Prohibited, by revising the first 

paragraph so that it shall read as follows (new language underlined):  

 

“Lattice style towers, guyed towers, and facilities requiring three or more legs and/or guy wires for 

support shall not be allowed except for those uses set forth in 6.7.3.1 (b), 6.7.3.1 (c), 6.7.3.3 (h), and 

6.7.3.3 (k).  Lattice style towers, guyed towers, and facilities requiring three or more legs and/or guy 

wires existing or approved on the effective date of this by-law may be used for wireless 

communications equipment, subject to section 6.7.3.3 (f).” 

 

(7) In Section 6.7, Wireless Communication Facilities, Subsection 6.7.5, Decision Criteria, by inserting a 

new paragraph (q), to read as follows:   

 

 “(q)  Free standing monopoles and free-standing lattice towers, owned and operated by the Town 

of Needham for public safety communication purposes that are located within the Wireless 

Communications Facilities Tower Overlay District shall be subject to Section 3.7.3.2(b)2 and 

(4).”     

 

(8) In Section 3.7, Wireless Communications Facilities Towers Overlay District, Subsection 3.7.3.2, 

Special Permit Uses, by revising paragraph (b) to read as follows (new language underlined):     

 

 “(b)  Free-standing monopoles and free-standing lattice towers serving personal wireless services 

which meet the following criteria.”   

 

A copy of the article is available for public inspection at the Planning Board Office, 500 Dedham Avenue, 

Needham, Massachusetts.  Interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearing and make their views 

known to the Planning Board. This legal notice is also posted on the Massachusetts Newspaper Publishers 

Association’s (MNPA) website at (http://masspublicnotices.org/). 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Needham Times, August 16, 2018 and August 23, 2018. 
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